


3

Good evening everyone and welcome, 
once again, to the Victoria Stadium for 
Matchday Three of the 2022/23 edition of 
the UEFA Nations League. 

I am sure you will all agree with me when 
I say how proud I was on Sunday evening 
with Gibraltar’s performance against North 
Macedonia. This was a team that only very 
recently knocked Italy out of the World Cup, 
at the playoff stages in March, and yet their 
����YLFWRU\�DUJXDEO\�Ŵ�DWWHUHG�WKHP��,W�ZDV�
also a tremendous performance when we 
take into account that Gibraltarian Legends 
and stalwarts of our modern era, Lee 
Casciaro and Roy Chipolina, were only on 
the bench. This proved the new generation 
of national team players being nurtured by 
Julio Ribas and his amazing coaching staff 
are ready to take on the respsonibility of 
becoming Gibraltar’s new footballing role 
models.

And tonight, we welcome yet another 
strong European Nation to the Victoria 
Stadium. Despite being relegated from 
League B in the last edition of the Nations 
League, we can all remember their historic 
players – recently Dimitar Berbatov, Stiliyan 
and Martin Petrov, going all the way back to 
the likes of Kostadinov, Letchkov and their 
national hero Hristo Stoichkov. 

The Bulgarian team tonight may not have 
their superstars of the past, but they will 
undoubtedly be strong, solid, physical 
and an extremely well drilled unit, set on 
bouncing back from a poor result at home 
to Georgia on Sunday. 

With a bit of luck and that all so important 
Gibraltarian support who knows what our 
team can achieve on the pitch today. 

Wherever you are watching the game, 
thank you for your support and enjoy the 
game!

Michael Llamas QC, President
Gibraltar Football Association  

MICHAEL LLAMAS QC

Welcome
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Julio Ribas
Head coach

A Julio Ribas  masterstroke in changing 
his formation caught North Macedonia off-
guard on Sunday evening at the Victoria 
6WDGLXP�� 7KLV� HYHQLQJ� KH� Ɠ�QGV� KLPVHOI� XS�
against a wounded animal. 

The pre-tournament group favourites who 
were relegated from League B in the last 
edition of the Nations League have changed 
their Head Coach after their defeat on 
Sunday evening at home to Georgia.  Here 
are Julio’s thoughts ahead of the game: 

Julio, a tremendously positive game on 
Sunday against North Macedonia with a 
result that could easily have been totally 
different. As a coach, what do you think 
of the game?
The matchagainst North Macedonia was 
very good in all aspects for Gibraltar. I was 
honestly very proud to see them play in this 
way, against a team of such level, a team that 
eliminated Italy from the World Cup. The only 
thing missing was the positive result, nothing 
more, but, if we continues in this way, sooner 
or later these results will come.
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How are the players physically, today 
will be the third match of four in this 
international window?
We don’t want to lose the structure of the 
team so we try to monitor every players 
minutes during these squad rotations. 
Logically 4 games in 12 days is something 
unusual and more so at this demanding at 
such a competitive level, but we will keep 
Ɠ�JKWLQJ��QRW�RQO\�DJDLQVW�RXU�RSSRQHQWV�EXW�
also against fatigue.

Nicolas Pozo debuted on Sunday, a 
17-year-old, and you named a Starting 
XI without Lee and Roy, your two most 
experienced players. Does this show that 
the process of our generational transition 
is working?
The generational transition is not carried out 
by removing or adding a player, it is carried 
out through a slow and progressive process 
where our senior professionals such as Roy 
and Lee, as well as several others, coexist 
in the squad alongside the youngsters who 
have tremendous sporting potential – thus 
sharing their experience. 

It is important for so many young people 
(more than 15 at the moment between U17, 
U19, U21 and U23) to grow alongside these 
individuals who are not only experienced 
players, but also very good people off the 
pitch with great personalities that help 
mould the future generations. 

As for the last game, we must monitor 
everyone’s minutes to be able to compete 
in all four games at our highest level. All the 
physical and physiological characteristics 
are different for every individual, and each 
FDVH� PXVW� EH� WUHDWHG� VSHFLƓ�FDOO\�� VR� WKDW�
they can not only perform on the day, but as 
to avoid injuries and to ensure that they can 
UHWXUQ�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�FOXEV�Ɠ�W�DQG�KHDOWK\

It is only logical that some players will play 
more minutes. Others may not have their 
opportunity to show themselves now but the 
campaign continues in September. We are 
DQ�H[WUHPHO\�WLJKW�NQLW�JURXS�DQG�ZH�DOO�Ɠ�JKW�
and dream together. 
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Regarding Bulgaria, they lost 5-2 at home 
to Georgia on Sunday but we are under 
no illusions that they will be another 
tough opponent – in fact they are ranked 
73rd in the FIFA World Rankings. What do 
you expect from them?
Bulgaria is a high level World Cup team, 
among the best teams world football. It is a 
very interesting challenge for us to play at 
this level. As always we will leave everything 
out on the pitch for our Gibraltar, so that our 
families and our supporters are proud of us.
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gibraltar's latest
rising young star

Nicholas Pozo made his international debut 
on Sunday evening, coming on as a late 
substitute for Liam Walker at just 17 years of 
age. Despite his age, nothing seemed to faze 
him as he demanded to get on the ball and 
in a late 5 minute cameo showed glimpses 
of what the future may hold. Fearless, strong 
in the tackle and bold on the ball, the Cadiz 
FHQWUDO�PLGƓ�HOGHU�LV�RYHUMR\HG�DW�SXOOLQJ�RQ�
WKH� *LEUDOWDU� VKLUW� IRU� WKH� Ɠ�UVW� WLPH�� EXW� LV�
hungry for more:  

Nicholas, you made your Gibraltar Debut 
last Sunday against North Macedonia at 
just 17 years of age. What did it feel like 
when you came on? 
I felt honoured and privileged to be able 
to play for my country alongside such 
experienced players, especially given the 
fact that it was against such high calibre 
opposition and that I was able to do so at 
home in front of my friends and family.

When you were named in the initial squad, 
what were your realistic expectations for 
this international week? 
When I was named in the squad, I knew I 
needed to get my head down and work hard, 
but I was hoping to be given the opportunity 
to have my debut in any of the matches. I’m 
really glad I got to do just that against North 
Macedonia. 

And now looking ahead, are you looking 
to get more international football under 
your belt in these two upcoming UEFA 

Nations League matches starting with 
Bulgaria tonight? 
Nothing has changed for me, the work 
doesn’t stop. I’m going to keep training hard 
and putting in all of my effort and hopefully 
I can get some more minutes, be it tonight 
against Bulgaria or down the line.  

What about Bulgaria, they recently lost 
5-2 at home to Georgia as well as a 1-1 
draw against North Macedonia in their 
Ɠ�UVW� JDPH� RI� WKH� WRXUQDPHQW�� :KDW� GR�
you expect from them tonight?  
Regardless of their results in previous 
matches we all know that this will be a tough 
game. Bulgaria are a great footballing nation 
and we know that every match in Nations 
/HDJXH�&� LV�JRLQJ� WR�EH�D�Ɠ�JKW�� VR� WRQLJKW�
we are expecting a battle.

For those fans who may not know much 
about you, tell us a bit about yourself and 
what type of player you are? 
I am an easy-going person who enjoys 
spending time with my friends and family to 
be completely honest. Football has always 
been my passion so I work hard every day 
and push myself constantly to become a 
better player. 

You have played the majority of your 
career now at Cadiz, talk to us about that 
DQG�WKH�KXJH�VDFULƓ�FHV�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�KDG�
to make in travelling up every day for 
training and balancing all for this with 
your education.
Managing school and training has not been 
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easy. I travel more than an hour, four times 
a week for training sessions. Balancing 
training and school work would not have 
been possible without the support I got from 
Bayside school. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank my family and agent 
for their constant and unwavering support, I 
wouldn’t be in the position I am now were it 
not for them.

And what does the future hold for you 
then at club level are you looking too far 
ahead or are you just planning for next 
season?
I have signed a two-year contract with Cadiz 
FC and I’m looking forward to next season. 
Like I said earlier, it’s about getting my head 
down, working hard and constantly pushing 
myself to be a better player. 
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another
tough test awaits

At just 21 years of Age, Julian Valarino has 
16 international caps to his name and is 
IDVW� EHFRPLQJ� RQH� RI� WKH� FHQWUDO� Ɠ�JXUHV�
in this Gibraltar squad. Another extremely 
impressive performance under his belt 
against North Macedonia last Sunday, in 
which he was extremely unlucky not to score, 
saw him terrorise the Macedonian defence 
with his pace, tenacity and incredible work 
UDWH��$KHDG�RI�WRQLJKWōV�WKLUG�Ɠ�[WXUH�RI�WKLV�
hectic international window, Julian gives his 
thoughts on tonight’s tough test – Bulgaria: 

Firstly, we saw a much improved 
performance on Sunday against North 
Macedonia. How would you asses the 
match? 
I would say it was a great team performance, 
especially after our 4-0 loss away at Georgia. 
I think its great we responded in the manner 
ZH�GLG�DQG�,�GRQōW�WKLQN�WKDW�����UHŴ�HFWV�WKH�
effort and performance that we put in. At the 
end of the day that is football, on another day 
with a bit of luck on our side you never know 
what could have happened. At the end of the 
day it was a great response and a great team 
performance. 

On a personal note you were one of the 
stand outs. Would you say it was one of 
your best performances in a Gibraltar kit?
I’ve been told I had a good game but I don’t 
like speaking about my own performances. 
Judging by what the tech team have told me I 
think I had a good game. Mainly though is the 
team and it was a good team performance. I 
think everyone had a good game. I couldn’t 
pin point someone who didn’t play well and 
that is brilliant. 

North Macedonia were one of the 
favourites going into the group. Does 
our performance against them show that 
we are a serious competitor in Nations 
League C?
North Macedonia are the ones responsible 
for knocking Italy, the European Champions, 
out of the World Cup. When you consider the 
2-0 result against them and the performance 
that we put in, it shows that we can compete 
in this group. 
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We saw a change of system as well at the 
weekend. Is this something that Julio has 
been working on behind the scenes with 
you guys? 
We work on many systems behind the 
scenes. Obviously each game you go into 
with a different way of playing and a different 
way of thinking. This game we felt that 4 at 
WKH�EDFN�ZLWK�DQ�H[WUD�ERG\� LQ� WKH�PLGƓ�HOG�
would be best, maybe because of the home 
advantage, but I think we saw on the pitch 
that we had more chances than against 
Georgia and we pressed higher. I think 
working with various formations is essential 
in a team. 

Up next is Bulgaria tonight. They sit one 
point above us. What do you expect from 
them and what is our goal going into the 
match?
Bulgaria are a brilliant side and have been 
for many years, they have an incredible 
history. We’re going into the game with this 
in mind, that they are a very good team, but, 
then again, judging by the performance at 
the weekend you could say that so are we. 
We go into the game like any other. Hoping 
to win and giving it our best. That’s all we can 
do. 
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uefa nations league c 

Matchday 2

$�PXFK�LPSURYHG�*LEUDOWDU�RXWƓ�W�LPSUHVVHG�
this afternoon at the Victoria Stadium, as 
they played out an entertaining Nations 
/HDJXH�&�0DWFKGD\���Ɠ�[WXUH�DJDLQVW�1RUWK�
Macedonia. 

North Macedonia, fresh off of knocking 
European Champions Italy out of the World 
Cup, would ultimately overcome the spirited 
Gibraltar side 0-2 courtesy of goals either 
side of half-time from Bardi and Nikolov. 

Gibraltar almost got off to the worst possible 
start as Trajkovski was played in behind and 
calmly slotted the ball past Dayle Coleing in 
the opening 2 minutes of play. Thankfully for 
*LEUDOWDU�WKH�Ŵ�DJ�ZDV�UDLVHG�DQG�IROORZHG�D�
VAR review, the goal was ruled out. 

The fast attacking start by North Macedonia 
set the tone for what would be a hard-

fought opening to the match as the visitors 
would go on and to strike the woodwork 
WKURXJK� (OPDV�� ZLWK� KLV� PLGƓ�HOG� SDUWQHU�
%DUGL�ORRNLQJ�LQŴ�XHQWLDO�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�
park. 

Despite North Macedonia’s early attacking 
threat, Gibraltar, who were sporting a new 
4-4-1-1 formation, grew into the game and 
began to cause the visitors problems of 
their own. 

In fact, Gibraltar almost opened the scoring 
in the 17th minute through Julian Valarino 
as Gibraltar’s high-press saw a loose ball 
played back to goal. Valarino intercepted 
the pass and rounded the keeper, however, 
the angle was too tight and his subsequent 
shot rolled millimetres wide of the post. 

The openness of the match led to chances 

North Macedonia
vs
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at both ends and Gibraltar needed to call on 
Coleing to produce big saves throughout 
the match, none more impressive than a 
20th minute low save down to his right, that 
saw him tip a long range Bardi effort round 
the post and out for a corner.

Unfortunately for Gibraltar, the North 
Macedonian captain would not be denied 
his goal, as after taking the corner himself, 
the Levante man received the ball back 
and drove into the Gibraltar box before 
unleashing a low drive into the bottom 
corner to make it 0-1 after 21 minutes. 

Gibraltar, despite going behind, were 
putting on an improved performance for 
the Victoria stadium faithful as they not only 
looked solid and organised in defence, but 
also continued to provide North Macedonia 
with something to think about in attack 
through their intense pressing and speed 
on the counter-attacks through Valarino and 
Ethan Britto in particular. 

The impressive Gibraltar performance 
continued into the second half, with the 
home side touching the ball around the 
pitch calmly and looking to utilise the 
combination of Reece Styche’s physicality 
and the pace of their wingers running off of 
him. 

As the second half-drew on, Gibraltar would 
continue growing into the game, and as well 
as their threat on the counter, the home side 
looked particularly dangerous through set-
pieces, with Liam Walker’s delivery proving 
uncomfortable for the North Macedonian 
defence and goalkeeper. 

Julio Ribas would go on to refresh his 
side throughout the second half, with 
two attack minded substitutes seeing the 
introductions of Jamie Coombes and Lee 
Casciaro, while there was a special moment 
for young Nicholas Pozo, as the 17-year-
ROG�PLGƓ�HOGHU�ZDV�KDQGHG�KLV�GHEXW�LQ�WKH�
closing minutes.

Unfortunately for Gibraltar however, before 
the full-time whistle they found themselves 
conceding again as a mix-up at the back 
allowed Nikolov in behind to poke home 
North Macedonia’s second goal of the 
game. 

Despite the defeat, Gibraltar will be 
hoping to replicate today’s positive overall 
performance on Matchday 3 as they take on 
Bulgaria on Thursday 9 June at 20:45.
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7KH�%XOJDULDQ�1DWLRQDO�)RRWEDOO�7HDP�FXUUHQWO\�Ɠ�QG� WKHPVHOYHV� VLWWLQJ� LQ�
73rd place in FIFA’s World Rankings, and by their own standards have not had 
the best of starts to their UEFA Nations League C Group 4 campaign. 

A 1-1 draw at home to North Macedonia last week in Matchday 1 on paper may not 
have been as bad as the result suggested, given North Macedonia’s recent successes against 
,WDO\�DQG�LQ�WKH�(XUR������Ɠ�QDOV��+RZHYHU��DIWHU�JRLQJ�����XS�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�XQGRXEWHGO\�
been frustrated at being held to a 1-1 draw at home. 

Matchday 2 was far worse as they conceded 5, at home once again, to the team of the group 
so far – Georgia. When Atanas Iliev pulled one back in the 50th minute, to make it 2-1 on 
the night, Bulgaria could have not imagined that they would let in a further three goals to 
a rampant Georgian side, before Iliyan Stefanov scored a second which ended up as mere 
consolation goal. 

They may be a long way from the Hristo Stoichkov Golden Generation of Bulgarian football 
which featured a team littered with household names such as Emil Kostadinov, Yordan 
Letchkov, Krasimir Balakov and Stoichkov himself. At the peak of their powers, they reached 
WKH�VHPL�Ɠ�QDOV�RI�WKH������:RUOG�&XS�LQ�WKH�86$�EHDWLQJ�$UJHQWLQD��0H[LFR�DQG�*HUPDQ\�
before falling 2-1 to Italy in acrimonious circumstances. Stoichkov went on to score 6 times 
and shared the USA’94 Golden Boot, being named alongside Kostadinov in the team of the 
tournament.  

Euro 1996 followed and France 1998 was the last dance for the golden generation as they 
were eliminated in the Group stages before failing to qualify for Euro 2000 when national 
hero Stoichkov retired.

Despite the recent big-name players like Stiliyan & Martin Petrov and Dimitar Berbatov, 
Bulgaria have failed to qualify for a major tournament since Euro 2004 in Portugal and were 
recently relegated from League B of the UEFA Nations League.  

bulgaria
preview
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STOLE DIMITRIEVSKI

DEJAN ILIEV 

KRISTIJAN NAUMOVSKI 

DAMJAN SHISHKOVSKI 

EZDJAN ALIOSKI 

STEFAN ASHKOVSKI 

DAVID BABUNSKI 

DORIAN BABUNSKI 

ENIS BARDI 

DARKO CHURLINOV 

BOJAN DIMOSKI 

ELJIF ELMAS 

VALJON ETHEMI 

ENIS FAZLAGIKJ 

TOMCHE GROZDANOVSKI 

BOJAN MIOVSKI 

VISAR MUSLIU 

BOBAN NIKOLOV 

ERDAL RAKIP 

KIRE RISTEVSKI 

MILAN RISTOVSKI 

STEFAN RISTOVSKI 

NIKOLA SERAFIMOV 

STEFAN SPIROVSKI 

TODOR TODOROSKI 

ALEKSANDAR TRAJKOVSKI 

DARKO VELKOVSKI 

GJOKO ZAJKOV 

*LEUDOWDU�DQG�%XOJDULD�KDYH�PHW�RQFH�EHIRUH�LQ�DQ�RIƓ�FLDO�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�Ŋ�RQ�1RYHPEHU����
2020 at the Vasil Levski National Stadium where Bulgaria ran out 3-0 winners. 

Bulgaria at present is on a poor run of form, and are coming to the Victoria Stadium with 
only one thing on their minds – taking home the 3 points which will end their run of 6 
internationals without a win and get their League C campaign truly up and running. 

SQUAD
STOLE DIMITRIEVSKI
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ENIS BARDI 
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STEFAN RISTOVSKI 
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STEFAN SPIROVSKI 

TODOR TODOROSKI 
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DARKO VELKOVSKI 

GJOKO ZAJKOV 
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